Cli-fi: the science of climate fiction – SPRING 2017
Time: Wednesday 1:30-3:20 pm on April 12, April 26, May 10, May 24, June 7 and TBD during finals week
Room: SH 267
Primary Instructor: Dr. Cascade Sorte (csorte@uci.edu)
Guest Instructors: Dr. Nyssa Silbiger (nsilbige@uci.edu) and Ph.D. students Lauren Pandori (lmcquinn@uci.edu) & Piper Wallingford (piper.wallingford@uci.edu)
Office Hours: Available with the primary or guest instructors by appointment
Course Description: Climate change is a complex topic of enormous societal importance, and now it even has its own genre in literature and film: “cli-fi” or “climate fiction”. Join us as we explore the portrayal of climate change and our own future. Cli-fi readings and films will be paired with those describing the facts about climate change. We will consider our roles in preventing a climate apocalypse via discussions, field trips, and creative projects.
Goals
1. Develop an understanding of the science and societal implications of climate change
2. Gain experience reading scientific literature and interacting with scientific researchers
3. Gain exposure to scientific research methods and research opportunities for UCI undergraduates
4. Explore the new and fascinating genre of “cli-fi” and exercise creativity in envisioning and depicting the future
Class Participation: It’s very important – to your individual and our group success – that everyone:
(1) Attends and focuses in class,

(2) Does the assigned reading,
(3) Contributes questions and ideas during class discussions, and

(4) Encourages and considers everyone else’s questions and ideas.
Texts
 “The Rough Guide to Climate Change” (R. Henson, 2011) – purchase or check out from UCI or public library.
Additional required readings (listed below) will be distributed via email.
Grading:
50%
Participation in workshop activities
20%
Written Reading Responses (WRR’s) – 4 @ 5% each
30%
Final project: original cli-fi piece
Grading Scale: A+ = 97+, A = 93-96, A- = 90-92, B+ = 87-89, B = 83-86, B- = 80-82, C+ = 77-79, C = 73-76, C- = 70-72, D = 60-69, F <60. Grades round up, so that 92.5 = A. Grading is on a straight scale, not curved.
Workshop Activities: Class activities (or “workshops”) will include discussions, debates, short presentations, films, readings, guest participants, hands-on activities, and field trips to visit climate change research in progress. Your participation grade will be based on active involvement in these activities.
Written Reading Responses (WRR’s): WRR assignments, including guiding questions, will be distributed via email. These writing exercises, due in printed, hard copy during each class (except for the first day), are designed to fuel your thinking about the readings so that you come to class ready to discuss.

Final Project: Students will have 10 weeks to put together their own original cli-fi, either in written (7-10 page, double-spaced, short story) or video (5-7 minute) format. Time will be provided in class for future visioning, project brainstorming, and – during the final exam period – presenting the final product. Students are encouraged to work in groups of up to 3 people (for video projects) or 2 people (for illustrated short stories).
Class Attendance Policy: Attendance is required in this course so that students can contribute to and benefit from discussions and hands-on activities. Students arriving late to class will receive points as follows: > 10 min = 80% points, 11-30 min = 50% points, > 30 min = 0 points. Late assignments will lose 25% of points for each day late. Make-up workshop assignments may be given at the instructors’ discretion only if students (1) email instructors at least 2 weeks ahead (for planned absences, e.g., due to religious observance) or before class starts (1:30 pm PST) on meeting days for unexpected absences (due to emergencies or sickness requiring a medical visit) and (2) provide appropriate, official documentation as requested.

Students are responsible for adhering to UCI policies on class attendance (beyond the policies listed above), requesting disability services, and academic honesty.
Readings (in addition to excerpts from the textbook)
1. “Cli Fi: Birth of a Genre” (R. Tuhus-Dubrow, Dissent Magazine, 2013)

2. “A Combined Mitigation/Geoengineering Approach to Climate Stabilization” (T.M.L. Wigley, Science, 2006)

3. Student research proposals TBD

4. “The Tragedy of the Commons” (G. Hardin, Science, 1968)

5. Excerpts from “Plastic: a toxic love story” (S. Freinkel, 2011)
Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Activities
	TO DO before class

	4/12/2017
	What is cli-fi?
	Instructor & student introductions, excerpt from "Day After Tomorrow", discuss reading & film, “how to read a scientific paper” exercise
	Read "Cli-Fi: Birth of a Genre"

	4/26/2017
	What is climate change? The scientific facts
	Excerpts from climate change documentaries, discuss climate change facts, calculate individual climate footprints, brainstorming for cli-fi project
	Climate change background (Rough Guide Ch. 1-3) & WRR (Written Reading Response)

	5/10/2017
	Climate change impacts
	Field trip to Little Corona del Mar to visit climate change research in progress, hands-on experience with research techniques, discuss UCI undergrad research opportunities
	Read climate change research proposals & WRR

	5/24/2017
	How can humans prevent (or at least slow) climate change?
	Geoengineering debate, excerpt from "Snowpiercer", discuss reading & film
	Read "A Combined Mitigation/Geoengineering Approach to Climate Stabilization" & WRR

	6/7/2017
	What can we do as individuals?
	Discuss readings, excerpt from "Wall-E", brainstorm individual changes, feedback on cli-fi drafts
	Read "Tragedy of the Commons" and excerpt from "Plastic: a toxic love story" & WRR

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TBD during Dec. 5-9
	Final Projects
	Cli-Fi Party: Final presentation of cli-fi videos & reviews of each video and written project
	Written cli-fi’s due Fri, June 2, read written cli-fi's


